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The Heavenly Kingdom. 


For the feast of All Saints, from the latin writings of St. Augustine. 





} HE kingdom of heaven is a kingdom of the highest bliss— 
a kingdom without death and without end;—a kingdom of 
perpetual day, whence time is eternally excluded ;—where 
the conqueror after his laborious combat is superabun- 
dantly rewarded with inconceivable riches and his brow adorned 
with an imperishable crown. 

May the divine mercy, grant that I, the least of God's ser- 
vants, freed from my sins, may lay down the burden of the flesh 
and with the choirs of the blessed enter into the rest of eternal 
joy, where I may stand with the blessed spirits before the throne 
of God’s glory, and behold the face of God there present! May 
I be transported to that place where death is no longer feared, 
where I may rejoice in the fullest security of immortality and 
eternal incorruptibility, where united with the All-knowing, the 
darkness of ignorance may be taken away. There I will despise 
everything earthly and not consider this valley of tears worthy of 
even a glance or a thought, where life is so perishable, so full of 
trouble, and so full of bitterness; where wickedness reigns and 
the powers of darkness are served. 
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Joys of Paradise. 
By St. Augustine. 





O life-giving life! O everlasting and eternally happy life! 
in which joy is unmarred by sorrow, where there is rest without 
labor, where dignity is possessed without fear, where loss of 
treasures is no longer dreaded; where there is health without 
illness, satiety without diminution, life without death, duration 
without alteration, bliss without pain. O life, where all good is 
found in perfect love, where God is beheld face to face, where 
for all and in all is perfect knowledge, where we contemplate the 
great goodness of God, where the Light which enlightens is glor- 
ified by the saints, where the Divine Majesty is present to our 
eyes, and souls are unceasingly satiated by the Bread of Life. 
They contemplate, and ever desire tocontemplate. Their desire 
is without disquietude, and their satiety without disgust. 

There the true Son of Justice refreshes all by the vision of 
His beauty, and transfigures and illumines all the citizens of the 
heavenly country. Being united with the immortal God they be- 
come immortal and imperishable, in accordance with the words 
of Our Lord and Redeemer: ‘‘Father, I will that where I am, 
they also whom thou hast given me may be with me: that they 
may see my glory which thou hast given me; that they all may 
be one, as thou, Father, in me, and I in thee, that they also may 
be one in us.”’ 

Happy the soul, which delivered from this earthly prison, 
soars heavenward, where she sees Thee, her loving Lord, face 
to face, no longer molested by the fear of death, but rejoicing in 
eternal, unfading glory! Now is she in peace and security and 
fears neither death nor enemies. She is in possession of her be- 
nign Lord, whom she had so unceasingly sought and loved. Now 
she is enrolled among the choirs of the blessed. Now, O Christ 
our King, O merciful Jesus, she joins in the sweet, heavenly 
hymns of eternal jubilation, praising Thy glory. ‘Drunk with 
the abundance of Thy house, Thou dost satiate her with the 
streams of Thy bliss.’’—Happy company of heavenly inhabitants; 
glorious festivity of all those, who have returned home after the 
tribulation of their pilgrimage, to receive the robe of beauty, the 
splendor of glory and the summit of all honor and dignity of the 
children of God, and where they eternally behold Thee, O Lord, 
and dwell with Thee. 
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Che Eucharistic Congress at Cologne. 
August 6, 7, and 8, 1909. 





IRM faith animated by love for the Blessed Sacrament, 

which Our Divine Lord left mankind as His greatest and 

#| most precious legacy, has been the origin of the Eucharist- 

ic Congresses. Their purpose is to awaken and strengthen 

faith, gratitude, and love for the Blessed Sacrament in the hearts 

of the faithful. This is accomplished on the one hand by suitable 

sermons and eloquent discourses, and on the other by the solemn 

celebration of the Holy Sacrifice, the zealous reception of Holy 

Communion, grand processions, and solemn Benedictions of the 
most Blessed Sacrament. 

Though of a small and humble beginning, the annual Eucha- 
ristic Congress has become, in the course of a few years, an oc- 
currence of prime importance. We have only to call to mind the 
18th Congress at Metz and that of last year in. London. The 
latter drew the attention of the entire civilized world. But the 
2oth Congress at the “‘holy city of Cologne, ’’the Rome of the Ger- 
man Empire, far surpasses all preceding ones. 

The Pope sent Cardinal Vannutelli. The Papal Nuncio, 
Andrew Furwirth, O. P. of Munich, also Cardinal Fischer of 
Cologne, Cardinal Kipp from Breslau, Cardinal Farrari of Mar- 
land, and Cardinal Mercier of Mechlin were present. 

Besides these, six archbishops, forty-two bishops, and sixteen 
apostolic vicars and titular bishops, fifteen abbots, and thousands 
of priests and religious were in attendance. All parts of the world, 
all nations were represented. The European and the Asian, the 
American and the African, all knelt side by side before the Bless- 
ed Sacrament. There, all are one, the German and the Austri- 
an, the Frenchman and the Italian, the Englishman and the 
Irishman, the Spaniard and the Hollander, all are one in faith, in 
joyful acknowledgement, in adoration, in the universal jubilation 
of the event; there is so clearly expressed the Catholic, that is 
the Universal faith which embraces and unites the faithful of the 
whole world. 

Many eloquent discourses and sermons were held at the three 
public assemblies and at all the solemnities in the various churches 
throughout the city. 

FA Passage from the Holy Father’s Message. 

“The remembrance of how much these congresses have been 

conducive to increase universal piety, of what great honor and 
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praise have redounded to Our Lord Jesus Christ especially in that 
held at London, fills Us with joy. For what could be more de- 
sirable to Us, than that mankind should know better and love 
more intensely, this Mystery of the infinite charity of Jesus 
Christ.’’ 

The Emperor's telegram to Cardinal Vannutelli. 

“‘Thanking your Eminence most heartily for the words you 
had the kindness to address to me upon your arrival at Cologne, 
I hope that your stay in Germany will leave to you only pleasant 
memories. I send the best wishes for the work of the Eucharist- 
ic Congress, whose direction has been intrusted to your Eminence 
by the great wisdom of the Holy Father. 

William I. R. 
An Extract from the Sermon of Cardinal Uannutelli. 

I express the deepest sentiments of gratitude to all who by 
word and deed have contributed so much in these days to erect 
in this Holy City a spiritual monument that vies in grandeur with 
the wonderful monument of Gothic architecture of which Cologne 
is so justly proud. 

They have brought it to pass that the greatness of the bene- 
fit which the Divine Goodness has bestowed on mankind in the 
Holy Eucharist, a benefit which makes us participators in the 
Divine nature itself, burns with a still brighter light. The same 
enthusiasm it was that smoothed all difficulties in the way of the Pa- 
pal decrees on Frequent and Daily Communion: that fanned still 
brighter in the Church the belief in the real presence of Christ 
in the Blessed Sacrament: that made this belief result in corre- 
sponding works, that like the sap in a thriving plant, carried de- 
votion into the hearts of individual men, unity into families, love 
into the nations, Christian principles into human society: that 
gave birth to mighty movements for reflecting on the Holy 
Eucharist the rays of burning devotion that are Its due: that 
finally, to pass over other results, pointed out to the eyes of the 
world the value and the power of the unbloody sacrifice, the un- 
shaken foundation of Catholic devotion. 

Upon this foundation, whose general outlines I have hastily 
sketched, a living temple has been erected,—a temple more 
precious than was ever erected from stone and marble, more 
sublime than the richly ornamented towers which soar aloft, O 
Cologne, from thy gigantic pile, bearing with them thy eye and 
heart to heaven. ‘‘More lasting than brass,’’ you may truly say 
with the poet of old, “‘is the monument that I have erected.” In 
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thy annals this Eucharistic Congress will be written with golden 
and indelible letters. Upon this great day the world will gaze 
back astonished: upon this never-wiltering leaf of history it will 
read the title: ‘‘Religion Triumphant through the Eucharist.’’ 

We, however, who by the mercy of God have been permit- 
ted to be present at this glorious congress, find it impossible to 
express in words the feelings that agitate our hearts on beholding 
this spectacle of love and faith. And, since I cannot doubt that 
the same emotions hold sway in your own breasts, I feel sure 
that we will all look back upon this Eucharistic Congress as one 
of the dearest pictures in our memory. 


We Will Tell the Holy Father. 

In the meantime, we consider it one of the greatest honors 
ever bestowed upon us that we have been allowed to preside 
over this grand and noble gathering, and to speak to you in the 
name of the Father of Christendom. And we shall not fail to 
acquaint the Holy Father, of whose benevolent and sympathetic 
sentiments you have just received a new proof—we will not fail, 
we say, to acquaint him with the great work that has been done 
here in honor of the Holy Eucharist. 

We will tell the Holy Father what we have here seen and 
heard, what we have admired. We will tell him with what wis- 
dom and energy the leaders of this meeting at Cologne have seen 
to it, that the loving care of the Apostolic See meet with corre- 
sponding fidelity and obedience, that the flower of the love of 
neighbor and of reverence for the Eucharistic Mystery flourish 
ever more beautifully. 

This will be to him a consolation, it will call forth tears of 
joy from those eyes which, alas! so often overflow with sorrow. 
In the midst of the desolation which the treason of so many of 
his sons carries over his heart, he will feel a wonderful relief when 
he hears that in this immense gathering no duty has been con- 
sidered more holy, than that of preserving and strengthening the 
bonds that unite even the farthest removed of his children to the 
Infallible Teacher of the Catholic Church. On hearing this he 
will raise his hands to heaven and give thanks to the Most High, 
who has during these days extended His mighty arm to protect 
those who are gathered together in His name. Yes, he will raise 
his hands to heaven, and with the sign of the Holy Cross draw 
down all blessings and all salvation upon all who are here assem- 
bled and upon the kind and hospitable city of Cologne. 











TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY. 105 


As for us, O Almighty God, we believe that we can not in 
any way better express our humble and sincere thankfulness to 
the Divine Majesty than by bearing forth, on the third day from 
this, the Sacred Host through the streets of the city, amidst the 
venerable works of Christian art which have been erected for 
Thy honor and for the admiration of the world. In this trium- 
phal procession of Our-Lord Jesus Christ, the people of Cologne, 
who hold so faithfully to the traditions of their fathers, will unite 
with us in joyous exultation, will feel itself happy to pay to the 
King of Heaven this imperishable honor. And as the mighty 
waves of your hymns and anthems roll through the streets of the 
city, the holy remains of the popes and martyrs and patrons of 
this city, and the venerable relics of the kings who first worship- 
ped at the altar of Our Savior in the stable at Bethlehem, will 
exult in their graves and join in the universal jubilee, until heav- 
en and earth resound with the grand angelic chorus: ‘‘Glory be 
to God in the highest and on earth peace to men of good will.’’ 


“Chey Spoke in Divers Congues.”’ 


They spoke in divers tongues as at the coming down of the 
Holy Ghost on the day of Pentecost. Sectional sessions were held 
for Germans and French, English and Irish, Italians and Spanish, 
Hollanders and Poles. In each assembly a number of important, 
practical questions were discussed, and experiences, sufferings 
and joys of the individual Catholic nations related. The most 
touching and thrilling account of this kind was the lecture of 
P. Colemans for the Irish people. He spoke about the Holy Mass 
during the terrible persecution in Ireland. For the long space of 
220 years, during the so-called reformation, the Holy Sacrifice of 
Mass had been forbidden. But in spite of the utmost severity, 
with which England enforced the observance of this law, the 
celebration of Holy Mass was never omitted in any part of the 
country. After the lapse of 220 years, Ireland was as Catholic as 
before. The heroic courage with which the entire Irish nation 
bore the terrible sufferings of the persecution, is without parallel 
in the history of the Church. At the cost of what sacrifices and 
privations, with what courage and faithfulness, did not the Irish 
people, Jed on by an exemplary clergy, defend their faith and in 
spite of a bloody persecution on the side of the English govern- 
ment, practice it without intermission; how did they not guard 
especially the Holiest of the holy, the Most Blessed Sacrament? 
Under what almost insurmountable difficulties was not the Holy 
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Sacrifice celebrated in sheds and stables, in open fields, in thickets, 
upon the rocky mountain summit; and in spite of all these diffi- 
culties the faith remained unshaken in the multitudes who came 
for miles around, and under a burning sun or through snow and 
bog, and knelt reverently surrounding the improvised altar: all 
this was portrayed from reliable historical sources, in expressive 
terms, by P. Colemans. 

Twenty-one excellent German orators discussed important 
Eucharist themes; besides these there were six lectures exclu- 
sively for priests, six for children’s directors and four for ladies. 
Solemn services took place each morning in all the churches and 
in the evening sermon and Benediction. The reception of gener- 
al Communion in the various parish churches during the three 
days of the Congress was without its equal. 


THe Grand Procession. 


The grand procession in honor of the most Holy Eucharist, 
which wended its way through the principal street of Cologne, 
formed the never-to-be-forgotten, magnificent conclusion to the 
Congress. The first part of the procession was composed of 
fourty-one young men’s associations, two hundred ninety-four 
labor associations, thirty-four men’s societies from Cologne and 
vicinity, thirty-eight merchants’ associations, one hundred forty- 
four national societies from Holland, England, Ireland, Poland, 
Italy, Belgium and France and lastly a great number of students’ 
corps. 

Next followed long files of religious of both sexes and the 
clergy in surplices. Then came the Chamberlains of the Papal 
Court in crimson robes. Hereupon followed the most impressive 
part of the procession. Immediately preceding the Sanctissimum 
were more than seventy bishops and abbots in cope and mitre, 
bearing their crosiers. The Papal Legate carrying the Most 
Blessed Sacrament under the great canopy, escorted by the 
Knights of Malta and followed by Cardinals Fischer, Ferrari, and 
Mercier in Cappa Magna formed the central part of the proces- 
sion. A solemn spectacle! The Peoples’ Union of Cologne 
brought up the rear. 

The mighty procession lasted the entire afternoon. A splen- 
did altar had been erected in Newmarket. 1500 voices intoned 
the O guam suavis and Tantum ergo, and at a quarter past 
six the Cardinal Legate gave Benediction to that vast multitude 
and to the city of Cologne. This was followed by that inspiring 
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hymn of praise and thanksgiving: ‘‘Holy God we praise Thy 
name,’’ sung by 100,000 voices. Tears of emotion and gratitude 
were visible in the eyes of many. Such royal honors, such hom. 
age had, indeed, seldom been paid to our Eucharistic God so 
humble, and by many so ignored in His Sacrament of Love. 


Conclusion. 


The procession returned to the Cathedral. At an altar 
erected at the south portal, the Legate again imparted Benedic- 
tion. The clergy then re-entered the Cathedral where Bene- 
diction was given a third time. 

Francios Veuillot writes thus to the famous French paper, 
‘‘The Universe,’’ concerning the grand procession :— 

“‘The triumphal procession which Cologne sent forth to honor 
the Blessed Sacrament stands without parallel. Under heavens 
flooded with sunlight, between two rows of swaying garlands, 
floating flags, and waving banners, under the eyes of 200,000 sub- 
dued and awe-struck spectators, there marched with slow and 
solemn tread an army of 60,000 men, the body-guard of the Holy 
Host. Yes, 60,000 men! Interspersed here and there were nuns 
and choir-boys, each class to the number of one thousand-—but 
otherwise the eye saw nothing but men, men, men. And these 
men were well aware what they were doing. They were there of 
their own free will to honor the Blessed Sacrament. The clergy 
were there, it is true, scattered in groups through the long line, 
or clustered about the Sacred Host, but their number (3000— 
4000) was inconsiderable when compared with the grand whole. 
And these 60,000 men were but delegates! For fear the proces- 
sion would swell beyond all bounds, and the trains be so over- 
burdened as to hinder traffic, the authorities had limited to a few 
delegates the contingent that was to represent the endless series 
of unions, societies, corporations, that had asked to take part in 
the procession.—This wonderful spectacle can be ignored only 
by those who have so violently been proclaiming Faith to be dead 
or dying, that they have become blind for all evidence to the con- 
trary. Men of honesty and intelligence will pay tribute to the 
living, lasting power of a belief that can still inspire a whole peo- 
ple to honor the Sacred Host with such tremendous evidence of 
love and adoration. 

‘Like the whitening harvest beneath the summer’s breeze, 
the vast multitude bends its brow under the mighty spirit of ador- 
ation. Then around and above its uplifted, reverent head, float 
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the grand strains of Zantum Ergo. Once more the mighty 
throng bows low, and o’er them hovers soft the final Benedic- 


tion, while the Cardinal Legate, with slowly moving monstrance, 
forgets his weariness in gazing upon this climax of sublimity. 


>< 


Fi Dog Recognizes His Creator. 





In the year 1684, the parish priest of Beaulieu was called to 
attend a sick person, living at a distance. As was customary, he 
made the journey on horseback, carrying the Blessed Sacrament 
in a silver case, which hung suspended from his neck. The 
case did not close tightly, and thus it happened that the constant 
jolting caused the Sacred Host to fall out on the way. When 
the good priest arrived at the bedside of the sick person and dis- 
covered his loss, he was almost paralyzed with fright. But the 
patient having improved, and as there seemed to be no hope of 
finding the Sacred Host by human means, the priest returned 
without saying a word to anyone about what had happened. 

In the meantime a gentleman by the name of Maugarny, 
passed the same way, accompanied by his dog. Suddenly the 
animal ran to a certain spot in the road, barked, ran to his mas- 
ter, then back again to the spot. The gentleman proceeded on 
his way, paying little attention to the dog, but the animal con- 
tinued to run back and forth always returning to the same spot. 
Then Maugarney concluded that the dog must have caught the 
scent of some wild animal, and turning back found the Sacred 
Host. Astonished at what he saw and not knowing whether the 
host was consecrated, he picked it up, wrapped it in his handker- 
chief and took it to the monastery in Beaulieu, asking the prior 
for an explanation. The latter suspecting that the misfortune 
had happened to the parish priest, questioned him. The priest 
answered nothing but turned deadly pale, then he acknowledged 
his great misfortune. The Sacred Host was placed in the taber- 
nacle and the next day all the members of the monastery made 
solemn reparation for the unintentional desecration. 


Se 


We have on hand a fine selection of prayer-books for young 
and old, at very reasonable prices. 
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Here we wish toremark, that private revelations, according to the decree of 
Pope Urban VIII. in the year 1634 and 1641, in so far as the Church has. 
not decided upon them, claim only human credence. 








The Sevenfold Priesthood of the Laity, 
in Favor of the Poor Souls. 





a3] UR will is a power before God. Thou canst with the offer- 
ing of thy free will in union with Our Lord Jesus Christ, 
stand as a mediator between God and the suffering souls; 
as a priest dost thou stand there. 

The first rank among the manifold priestly functions in favor of 
the suffering souls is due, without doubt, to the so called heroic 


act. 
A Jesuit lay-brother once heard on the eve of All Souls’ day 


the following words: ‘““Ximenes, remember the souls in purgatory, 
remember the souls in purgatory!’’ ‘‘Yes, Lord, I will do so,”’ 
he answered. From that time until his death he transferred to 
the poor souls all the treasures of expiation, which he could ac- 
quire by his devotions, labors and mortifications. 

Thus this simple lay-brother by divine inspiration, already 
300 years ago, knew and practiced the heroic act, which in later 
times the popes have highly favored with so great indulgences 
and privileges. 

Concerning the benefit of the heroic act for those who make 
it, a celebrated theologian writes, that an unheard of gain accrues 
to him, who reserves no part of his own expiation or the indul- 
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gences he has gained, but offers them all for those holy spouses of 
‘Our dear Savior, who languish in the midst of most cruel torments. 

The second rank is indisputably held by the Holy Sacrifice 
of the Mass and Holy Communion. To assist devoutly at holy 
Mass and receive Holy Communion worthily, for the relief and 
consolation of the poor souls, is a means of relief, of indescribable 
efficacy. 

When we class third in rank, the praying of the holy ro- 
sary, we already anticipate the approval of all pious Christians. 
Besides this, Ven. Alanus assures us: ‘Many of the brethren in 
Christ have solemnly testified, that during the recitation of the 
rosary many souls appeared to them, who gratefully declared, 
that next to the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass there is no more 
efficacious means for deliverance from purgatory than the rosary. 
Not a day passes, but that on account of this prayer, a multitude 
of souls enter heaven; and among them even those, who would 
still have had to remain in purgatory for many years.’’ The Bl. 
Curé of Ars daily prayed the rosary, and often several timesa 
day: he called the rosary the deliverer of the poor souls, and 
said, ‘‘I would like to see the rosary in the hands of every person.”’ 

Fourth in rank come the indulgences, those precious jewels 
taken out of the treasury of the Church, and sprinkled with the 
blood of Christ. The members of the confraternity of the rosary 
gain numerous indulgences when they pray the rosary. Immeas- 
urable are the indulgences which can be gained by devoutly 
making the stations. And any person enrolled in the blue scap- 
ular, can gain an incredible number of plenary and partial indul- 
gences. When praying six Our Fathers, six Hail Marys, six Glory 
to be the Father etc. according to the intention of the Church, 
in honor of the Most Holy Trinity and the Immaculate Concep- 
tion, he can gain, in any place, and without the reception of the 
holy sacraments or saying any other prayer, all the indulgences 
of the seven principal churches of Rome, the Portiuncula, Jeru- 
salem and St. James Compostella; that is, all the plenary and 
partial indulgences, which the pope has granted to those of the 
faithful, who personally visit the above named places. These 
numerous indulgences, at least the partial, can be gained each 
time, as often as the six Our Fathers, six Hail Marys and six 
Glory be to the Father etc. are prayed in that intention. 

And each time the aspiration: Sweet Heart of Mary, be my 
salvation, is humbly repeated, 300 days’ indulgence can be gained, 
that is, the punishment which the poor souls endure is lessened 
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as much, as if they had done 300 days’ severe penance according 
to the ancient canons. By repeating this aspiration, as many 
persons do, or saying four or five decades of this rosary, you will 
carry precious gifts into purgatory and in a few minutes greatly 
lessen the punishment of the poor souls. 

The fifth powerful means for the benefit of the dead are 
alms-deeds. This is an ancient custom in the Church, having been 
practiced from earliest times. When faith was strong as in the 
Middle Ages, rich gifts were made to the cloisters that prayers 
might be offered for the repose of the souls of the relatives of 
the donors. 

Many persons are so unwise as to leave the giving of alms to 
their ungrateful heirs. It is an acknowledged fact, that even 
children neglect and forget to pray or give alms for their deceased 
parents. How wisely those persons act, who during their lives 
provide for the repose of their souls and by means of almsgiving 
secure the prayers of pious persons. 

Here, may we be permitted to remark, that the Perpetual Ado- 
ration of the Blessed Sacrament is established in our Adoration 
Chapel for the relief and consolation of the poor souls. Day and 
night, without intermission prayers for the deceased who have 
been recommended to their prayers are said before the Blessed Sac- 
rament by two or four sisters. In our times, prayer is so often 
neglected, and yet we must pray. The poor souls eagerly long 
for prayers, and often suffer for years, because no one prays for 
them. Many prayers must be said after death for him, who dur- 
ing his life has prayed little, because the obligation to pray is so 
great and holy, that no one can be dispensed from it. 

The sixth means is: Zo make acts of those virtues, which 
the poor souls have particulary neglected. ‘We exert ourselves to 
perform those good works, which they omitted, to repair the bad 
example which they gave. 

Perhaps, they were too much attached to sensual pleasures, 
to repair this fault, we deprive ourselves of this or that pleasure, 
as for example, instead of indulging in dance or game, we with- 
draw and pray. We remember, that our dear departed were 
negligent from time to time in attending the public services, were 
late for the sermon, or were wanting in reverence at church. - To 
repair their fault, and this scandal, we attend more punctually and 
deport ourselves with so much greater reverence, to the edifica- 
tion of our neighbor. Perhaps we remember, that that they were © 
haughty in their intercourse with others, that they were vain and 
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lavish in dress; to atone for this fault, we lay aside something of 
our excessive finery, are more humble in our attire, more frugal, 
and more grave and modest in our conduct. 

A seventh kind of assistance we learn from the life of the 
Ven. Peter Faber of the Society of Jesus. He often declared, 
that those persons, who have no special spare time for prayer, 
should at least offer their work for the benefit of the poor souls. 

Our holy religion, therefore, offers us sufficient means to 
assist our beloved fellow Christians even beyond the grave. It 
only depends, if we apply the means practically, and that what 
we do for their consolation does not merely consist in mourning 
garments, a precious casket, expensive flowers and a pompous 
funeral. ‘‘For as the body is one,’’ writes St. Paul to the Cor- 
inthians, ‘“‘the members should be mutually careful one for an- 
other. And if one member suffer anything, all the members 
suffer with it.’’ 

The following urgent exhortation of St. Bernard may serve 
asa conclusion: “‘Let us arise, beloved brethren! Let us hasten 
to assist the suffering souls in purgatory! I, on my part, will 
beseech the Lord with sighs and tears—in the expectation, that 
He may change their torments into rest, their misery into joy, 
and their pains into glory.’’ 


>) 


Memento for the Dead. 


During holy Mass every priest must pray for the Church 
Militant on earth as well as for the Church Suffering in purgato- 
ry, that is, he recommends all the children of the Church to God 
during the Holy Sacrifice. Before the consecration he remembers 
the living and after the consecration he makes a memento for 
the dead, that by the precious blood they may soon be released 
from the purifying fire. ‘‘Be mindful, O Lord, of Thy servants,’’ 
and then he makes particular mention of those persons for whom 
he wishes especially to pray. 

Do the same, dear reader, in union with the priest. Remem- 
ber in your memento your beloved parents, brothers and sisters, 
telations, friends and benefactors and beseech the loving Heart 
of Jesus, to have mercy on them, to extinguish their tormenting 
flames, and lead them to realms of everlasting bliss. Thus will 
the Holy Sacrifice be truly a sacrifice of propitiation, a foun- 
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tain of living waters, which pours in a mighty stream from 
Libanon (the altar) upon the earth and into the flaming pit of 
purgatory, to bring relief and consolation. Let us, inspired by 
true charity raise our hands imploringly towards heaven and pray 
most fervently with the priest at the altar: ‘‘Be mindful, O Lord, 
of Thy servants N. and N., who are gone before us with the sign 
of faith and rest in the sleep of peace.—To these, O Lord, and to 
all that sleep in Christ, grant, we beseech Thee, a place of re- 
freshment, light and peace. Through the same Jesus Christ, Our 
Lord. Amen.’’ (Prayerat holy Mass.) As you now remember 
the dead, thus will you once be remembered in love and mercy. 


>) 


Al Mysterious Letter. 





A recent occurrence, viz., some time before the suppression of the Religious. 
Orders in France, testified to under oath, by A. Klein. 


ENRIETTA D. was a young seamstress, living in the city of 

Paris, who earned her daily bread by the incessant labor 

of her hands. Deprived of both her parents by a cruel 

epidemic at the early age of ten, the little girl was given 

to the care of a widowed aunt, a seamstress, who received the 

motherless little one with so much affection and love as almost 

to replace the loss of her mother. Long did the child grieve 

over her beloved parents, and many a hot tear moistened her 

youthful cheek. She often knelt before the image of our Blessed 

Lady, and begged God to spare her good aunt, her only friend in 
this world. 

Five years had hardly elapsed when her foster-mother and 
protectress was taken from her by death. During the six months 
of her illness, Henrietta, now grown to a tender maiden, nursed 
her benefactress with unwearied vigilance and attention, and 
assuaged her severe pains by every mark of love and affection. 

Henrietta was again alone in the great city of Paris. Her 
aunt had made the child heir to her scanty possessions—a sew- 
ing machine, some household furniture, and a few francs. The 
little spare money which the widow had by hard labor and great 
frugality, managed to save and lay aside for the time of need, had 
naturally melted down to a still smaller sum during her long ill- 
ness, when neither were able to earn anything. The girl sought 











ye 


re ee" VP 


ee _ § er 





Wine 


TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY. I15 


and found a situation with a seamstress, where she could master 
her trade. The poor child labored with all her strength and was 
kind and obliging to every one, but harsh and bitter words and the 
meanest fare were often her portion. The virtuous maiden did not 
murmur. She bore joyfully and in silence all trials and hardships 
for the love of her Savior who had carried His cross before her, 
remembering that this world is but a valley of tears, and that 
man cannot enter heaven until purified by trials and sufferings. 


Longed to Serve God in Seclusion. 

After two and a half years Henrietta was able to undertake a 
business of her own. For a moderate sum she rented the little 
room in which for almost five years she had shared joy and sorrow 
with her dear departed aunt. Here she worked very hard from 
early morning until late at night, she lived frugally and even suf- 
fered the pangsofhunger. Not that she was miserly, by no means, 
quite a different motive prompted her to bring so many sacrifices. 
The good child desired to serve her Lord and God in the seclusion 
of the cloister. On her first Communion day she had already 
vowed perpetual virginity to the Heavenly Bridegroom. 

But she was poor and had not the necessary dowry for enter- 
ing a convent. This money our poor seamstress had to earn her- 
self, and in order that her longing desire might be realized, every 
penny she could spare was placed on interest. However, the 
noble girl never omitted an act of charity or mercy, which she 
regarded as a sacred duty. 


Mass for Poor Souls. 

Besides a great devotion to our Blessed Lady, Henrietta 
cherished a tender compassion for the holy souls. From her fif- 
teenth year she had a Mass said every month for the suffering 
souls. Not a single franc was placed in the bank until this beau- 
tiful act of charity was done. With what recollection did she 
not assist at the Holy Sacrifice at an early morning hour, before 
beginning her day’s work! How modestly she approached the 
Table of the Lord, and with burning desire received into her heart 
Him to whom she had given herself forever! Such piety and 


devotion could surely not go unrewarded. Must not the fullness 
of heavenly graces and blessings have been poured out upon such 
a noble soul ? 


For three years the young girl labored, struggled and saved, 
but not a single month passed by in which she failed to place a 
few francs in the hands of the priest for the relief of the suffering 
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souls. She had now attained the end of her desires: she had 
saved what was more dear to her than the possession of ten king- 
doms—the sum necessary for her entrance into aconvent. Cour- 
ageously had the God-fearing maiden resisted the dangerous 
storms of life; the breath of sensual pleasures, the lower passions 
had not tarnished her soul. She was about to sell her simple 
household furniture and to flee the noise and turmoil of the great 
city, the multitude of dangers which threatened her, and to has- 
ten to the quiet, peaceful convent, where her Lord and Master 


awaited her. 
Man Proposes but God Disposes. 


However, “‘man proposes but God disposes.’’ And, ‘‘whom 
the Lord loveth He chastiseth,’’ says Holy Scripture. He wished 
to prove His faithful servant and sent her into the school of suf- 
fering. Seized by a violent fever, she bore her sufferings without 
complaint, and as an humble penitent acknowledged that she had 
deserved this punishment. She boreall her pains for the love of 
her Redeemer, who had suffered infinitely more, and offered them 
to Him for the relief of the suffering souls in purgatory. 

After four months of illness, Henrietta was able to leave her 
bed. But she could not yet think of work; her shattered frame 
required rest. The rosy glow of health had disappeared, and her 
weary eyes looked sad and listless. 

Two more months elasped before the young seamstress could 
once more begin work. But what had become of her hard earned 
savings of three long years? It had not only disappeared to the 
last farthing, but the poor child was even obliged to part with 
some pieces of her furniture. This, however, was less painful to 
Henrietta than the thought, that for four months she had not 
been able to have her accustomed Mass said for the poor souls. 
Most joyfully would she begin anew to work and save until she 
had laid aside the sum required for her entrance into the convent; 
but that her beloved brothers and sisters imprisoned in the flames 
of purgatory, had been deprived four times of the inestimable 
benefit of holy Mass, greatly grieved the good girl. 

‘I must pay this debt,’’ she said, ‘“‘I can not bear that the 
poor souls should have reason to complain of me.”’ 

During the next four months this noble-hearted maiden was 
enabled to earn her mite for the holy souls. With joy beaming 
in her countenance the happy girl brought the ten francs to her 
confessor, who had assisted her faithfully during her long illness, 
asking that he might say five Masses without delay for the suf- 
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fering souls. ‘‘May God reward you a thousandfold, my child,’’ 
said the priest as he took the alms, hardly able to restrain his tears. 

A few days had elapsed. Among the faithful who left the 
beautiful church of ‘Notre Dame’’ after the early morning Mass, 
was Henrietta D. She had prayed very fervently on this parti- 
cular morning for her beloved souls, had received Holy Commun- 
ion and offered it up for the most forsaken soul in purgatory. 


The Venerable Old Man. 


Cheerfully, and with a peaceful smile Henrietta was walking 
through the streets of Paris, when suddenly some one stood be- 
fore her saying: 

“*My dear child, will you have the kindness to do me a favor?’’ 

The astonished girl raised her eyes and saw a venerable old 
man with silvery locks, holding a letter in his hand. She stam- 
mered an excuse, was sorry that she could not comply with his 
wishes, as she was a poor seamstress and was obliged to be at 
work at the appointed time. 

The stranger did not seem to be satisfied with this; half im- 
ploringly, half reproachfully he directed his glance towards the 
young seamstress, and indicated to her, that in the whole city of 
Paris there was not another person to whom he could entrust this 
message. The letter was of utmost importance, and she should 
not retire until the owner had acquainted himself with its contents. 

The old man spoke in an almost commanding tone. Then 
his voice softened and became milder as he added: 

“Comply with my only desire, the last that I have, and take 
this letter to the person to whom it is directed, you will suffer no 
loss, but will be grateful to Providence which has conducted you 
hither at this hour. But I warn you again not to give the letter 
to any one but to him to whom it is addressed.’”’ 

Hesitatingly, Henrietta D. tooked the sealed letter; she could 
no longer resist. Had she ever before seen such a face? The 
entire person of the old man, his bearing, the expression of his 
countenance, the tone of his voice, struck her forcibly. Was 
there not something almost supernatural in those penetrating 
eyes, and how strange his words sounded, she had never before 
heard such a voice. Whence the stranger had come, Henrietta 
knew not; he appeared to her as a spirit from the other world. 
But why trouble herself about all this? She was resolved to 
carry out the commission; it was impossible that the old man in- 
tended mischief. Henrietta promised to deliver the letter as 








118 TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY. 


directed, and hurried away, without troubling herself further, 
whither the old man went. 


“Tt Ts All a Mystery to Me.” 

‘*How strange, that I was destined to deliver this letter,’’ the 
young seamstress murmured to herself, as she hurriedly directed 
her steps towards the street indicated on the envelope. ‘‘Why 
did the gentleman not send the letter by mail? Perhaps it con- 
tains a secret—-perhaps even a political conspiracy, and might 
excite suspicion if sent by mail? No, no,’’ she said quickly in a 
half audible tone, ‘‘this thought is sinful; the old man impressed 
me more as an angel than an anarchist, I never saw such eyes 
before! But,’’ and the tone of her voice was again reduced to 
a whisper, “had I not met the stranger, who would have deliy- 


ered the message? He would not have sought me out in my 
dwelling; for Ido not know him nor does he knowme. And 


must I not wait until the person to whom I deliver the letter has 
read it? It is all a mystery to me.’’ 

The young girl read and re-read the address upon the en- 
velope of the letter twenty or thirty times but remained as puz- 
zled as ever. Occupied with these strange thoughts she finally, 
half an hour later, reached her destination. With a beating 
heart she ascended the white marble steps, which led up to the 
entrance of the mansion. With a trembling hand she rang the 
bell. A servant in rich, glittering livery opened the door. 

“I wish to speak to the master of the house,’’ stammered 
out Henrietta embarrassed, at the same time holding out the 
letter. 

“‘Give it to me, I will deliver it,’’ snarled the man in livery, 
stretching out his hand to take the letter. But Henrietta quickly 
stepped back and withdrew the letter. 

“‘Well, then, you will have the pleasure of waiting for some 
hours until my lord is pleased personally to receive his property.”’ 
was the ironical answer. He then led the frightened girl, into a 
room, motioned her to a seat and haughtily withdrew. 


AA Letter from the Other World. 

After two long, painful hours, during which poor Henrietta 
felt as though she were sitting on glowing coals, the master of the 
house made his appearance. 

Henrietta rose respectfully, stepped towards the gentleman, 
whom we will call Besnard, and said somewhat anxiously, ‘‘Have 
I the honor of meeting Mr. Besnard ?’’ 
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*‘At your service. What are your wishes?’ was the cold, 
reserved answer. ‘“‘I have been ordered to give you this letter,’’ 
replied the girl. ‘‘A gentleman, a stranger, gave it to me not far 
from Notre Dame.”’ 

The wealthy man, who might have been in the forties, broke 
the seal and began to read. His face became paleaswax. His 
quivering lips were tightly closed, and his eyes fixed upon the 
letter which he held with trembling hand. The next moment 
the letter dropped to the floor: his senses almost failed; he stag- 
gered, but had presence of mind enough to steady himself by 
grasping an object nearby. 

“‘For heavens sake, Mr. Besnard, what has happened?’’ ex- 
claimed the young girl. ‘‘Are you ill? Shall I call a servant?’’ 

“Do not leave me,—it will soon—pass over; I only need a 
few minutes rest,’’ and he slowly seated himself. With both 
hands, he covered his face, which had become as white as mar- 
ble, and a few deep sighs shook his entire frame. 

After long, painful moments, Mr. Besnard arose from his 
seat and approached the girl. The traces of his violent emotion 
had not disappeared, but the tone of his trembling voice was 
friendly as he said, ‘‘Would you again recognize the gentleman 
who gave you this letter?’’ 

“‘The old man, my lord, left such an impression on me, that 
his image will never be effaced from my mind,’’ answered the 
girl. 

Silently he showed her a number of portraits. 

“‘There, Mr. Besnard, is a faithful likeness of the old man,’’ 
said the girl pointing to a picture, ‘‘only his countenance, as he 
spoke to me seemed to have a transfigured, nay, a heavenly ex- 
pression. O my lord, I do not know how I felt, and I repeat 
that his image will never be effaced from my mind.”’ 

““You have spoken the truth, my dear child,’ said Besnard 
deeply moved, ‘‘my deceased father has sent me this letter. The 
Lord in His goodness and mercy has chosen you as an instrument 
to open my blinded eyes, and perhaps to preserve me from the 
deep abyss. I beg of you to listen to the contents of the letter.’’ 
With trembling voice he began: 

My Son! 

“‘At the time of my death and funeral you really showed 
yourself as a noble son. In the eyes of the world you have done 
everything that could be done to honor the memory of your be- 
loved father. With all possible pomp you placed me in my last 
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resting place, celebrated my memory in flowing speeches, and 
erected memorials; but one thing, the most important, you have 
forgotten, my poor soul. While you have spent your days in 
your sumptious palace, enjoying the goods and pleasures of this 
world, I was suffering unspeakable torments in purgatory. You 
did not come to my assistance with even a single Our Father. 
But the noble girl now standing before you, and to whom you 
must look up with reverence, has released me. She isa poor 
seamstress, who must provide for herself by the labor of her 
hands. But in spite of her poverty, this virtuous maiden has had 
a Mass said every month for four years, for the souls in purga- 
tory. And to me, the poorest and most forsaken soul, God in 
His mercy has applied all these treasures of grace. My bene- 
factress has labored, prayed, and suffered for the poor souls, and 
offered all her Holy Communions for their relief. And who re- 
ceived the benefits of all these acts of love? I, the poorest and 
most forsaken, whom not even my own son remembered. 

Now listen to my last words. Miss D. has for a long time 
desired to enter a convent, but she has not the means. For 
three years she labored to procure the required sum; but a long 
painful illness consumed it. Under oath I oblige you to provide 
the sum necessary for the fulfillment of her heart's desires. Woe 
to you, if you do no comply with my wishes, made known to you 
from the other world.’’ Your Father. 

Thus far the letter. Only with heroic effort, was Henrietta 
able to suppress her excited feelings: and when the millionaire 
now looked into her colorless face, he saw her beautiful eyes 
filled with tears. She tried to speak but was unable to utter a 
word, her emotion was almost beyond her control. She looked 
at Besnard whose eyes were filled with tears, probably the first 
time in many years. 

“Dear child,’’ said Besnard deeply moved as he wiped his 
eyes, ‘‘it is not necessary for me to tell you; you have heard 
yourself how I have fulfilled my duty as a Christian and a son. 
You, my noble girl, have delivered my father’s soul. I thank 
you from my heart; without your assistance, God knows how 
long he still might have had to remain in purgatory. But at this 
hour it seems as though scales have fallen from my eyes: I know 
that everything in this world is transitory, and that after death 
there is a judgment and an eternity. These pictures here are a 
collection of portraits of my ancestors, but none will be so dear 
to me hereafter as that of my deceased father. Together with 
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this letter it shall find a place above my desk and at night ac- 
company me to my bed-chamber, that it may fill me with serious 
thoughts, and constantly remind me of this hour, of death and 
eternity. And now, my child, what is your wish? You can not 
ask too much. My house and my purse are open for you hence- 
forth. I promise you this.’’ 

The last words were so kindly spoken that the young girl 
felt re-assured. But for the moment she was too much excited 
and begged Mr. Besnard for a day to consider the matter. 

*“My dear child, here is my card, remember my promise.”’ 

The speaker drew an envelope from his pocket and took out 
a card which he handed to the seamstress. 

After warmly pressing her hand and a heartfelt farewell, 
Miss D. left the house. Who could describe the feelings of her 
heart? She saw her wish about to be accomplished a second time, 
but now no obstacle should be placed in her way. And what 
was to her of more weight than the fulfillment of her desires : 
she had released a poor soul from purgatory, and preserved a 
poor blinded man of this world—oh, was it possible—from the 
abyss of hell. With what feelings of gratitude to God, did the 
pious child kneel that day before her beloved image of Mary. 

A week later another spouse of Christ was received within 
the peaceful walls of a convent in the Parisian suburbs, one who 
as a tender child had vowed to her Lord perpetual virginity, and 
who could now solemnly renew before His representative, the 
bond of eternal fidelity. (1 was asked not to mention the name of 
the convent. A. Klein.) 

And Mr. Besnard? He found what the world could not give 
him, what is sought in vain in the midst of its noise and turmoil: 
lie found peace of heart and the peace with God. 


x) 


Beautiful Holiday Gifts. 


A fine pearl rosary, gold chain and cross, 16 in. long, $1.00 

hie zi me iss e = = 1.50 

Beautiful imitation stone rosaries from $1.50 upwards. 

We also have fine, durable rosaries, cocoa beads and nickel 
bound crosses, at 25, 30, 40, and 50 cents each. 
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The “Toties Quoties” Indulgence On 
All Souls’ Day. 





His Holiness, Pope Pius X., has granted a plenary indulgence 
on All Souls’ day to all those who habitually wear the St. 
Benedict Jubilee Medal. This plenary indulgence can be gained 
as often as they visit a church or public chapel, and pray at least 
five minutes according to the intention of the Holy Father, 
provided they have gone to confession and Holy Communion. 
The time for visiting the church extends from two o’clock on All 
Saints’ day until six o’clock on All Souls’ day. To make a new 
visit it is sufficient to leave the church and re-enter it immediately. 


Other Plenary Indulgences. 


Those who devoutly wear the St. Benedict Jubilee Medal, can gain a 
plenary indulgence on the feasts of the following Saints :— 

1. St. Maurus, Jan. 15; 2. St. Scholastica, Feb. 10; 3. St. Benedict, 
March 21; 4. St. Placidus, Oct. 5; 5. Feast of All Saints of the Bene- 
dictine Order, Nov. 13; 6. St. Gertrude, the Great, Nov. 17; and oneon 
any day of choice, once a year. 

All those, who pray the rosary at least once a week, or visit the sick, 
or relieve the poor, or read or hear Mass, can gain a plenary indulgence 
on the following days: Christmas, Epiphany, Easter, Ascension, Pentecost, 
Trinity Sunday, and Corpus Christi; and on the following feasts of Our 
Lady: Immaculate Conception, Nativity of the Blessed Virgin, Presenta- 
tion, Annunciation, Assumption, as also on the feast of All Saints. Con- 
ditions for the gaining of these plenary indulgences : Holy Communion and 
the usual prayers according to the intention of the Holy Father. 

Lastly, a plenary indulgence at the hour of death, after the reception 
of the last sacraments, or if they cannot be received, upon making an act 
of perfect contrition and invoking with one’s lips, or at least in the heart, 
the holy names of Jesus and Mary. 

Besides these there are many partial indulgences attached to the de- 
vout wearing of the St. Benedict Jubilee Medal. Whosoever prays for the 
extention of the Benedictine Order obtains a share in all the good works 
performed in the Order. The Medal can also be enriched with the Papal 
Indulgences. 


Caution. 


We hereby wish to caution the faithful against imitations ofthe St. 
Benedict Jubilee Medal. Only those Jubilee Medals which are struck by 
the Abbey Monte Cassino, Italy, the Mother-house of the Benedictine Or- 
der, have the privilege of the 7Zv¢ies Quoties Indulgence. We receive our 
Medals direct from Monte Cassino and all those who wish the St. Benedict’s 
Jubilee Medal should inform us in time. 
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Che Holy Scapular of Mit. Carmel. 





oLty Church celebrates every year on the 16th of July a 
feast most consoling to every Catholic, but especially so 
to all devout servants of Mary—the feast of Our Lady 
of Mt. Carmel. On Mt. Carmel, not far distant from the 

birthplace of our Blessed Lady, a religious order had been 
founded, the principal object of which was to venerate the Moth- 
er of God. 

In the 13th century the order was transferred to Europe and 
in 1250 we find Simon Stock, Superior General, at Cambridge, 
England. On July 16th while absorbed in fervent prayer that 
the Blessed Virgin might protect the Order, which was greatly 
oppressed, our Heavenly Mother appeared to him. Holding the 
scapular in her hand, she said: ‘‘Receive, my beloved son, this 
scapular of thy Order: it is a special sign of my favor, which I 
have obtained for thee and thy children of Mt. Carmel. He who 
dies clothed with this habit shall be preserved from eternal fire. 
It is a badge of salvation, a shield in time of danger, and a pledge 
of special peace and protection.”’ 


Fi Badge of Salvation. 

This apparition has been examined by more than ten popes, 
all of whom solemnly accepted it as genuiue, and have spoken in 
its defense. The vision, it is true, has been called in question by 
certain writers, who assert that such a promise might have many 
evil consequences: the wearers, thinking themselves in too great 
security of their eternal salvation, might give themselves up to a 
sinful life; but this objection can easily be refuted. The wearing 
of the scapular is a sign of veneration for the Mother of God on 
the part of the wearer, and Mary rewards this act of veneration 
with special graces, to enable the bearer of her habit more easily 
to preserve himself from sin, or speedily to rise from his fall by a 
sincere confession. This is confirmed by numerous examples. 
How often do those who wear the scapular, have to endure a long 
and terrible agony, and are not relieved by death until they have 
been reconciled with God. 

Those persons, who in spite of the voice of conscience and 
every admonition, refuse to be converted, will certainly not die 
clothed with the scapular. This fact is likewise confirmed by a 
number of examples, one of which is here mentioned. 

About the middle of the last century, an officer grown old in 
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sin, was brought to the hospital of the Sisters of Charity in one 
of the large cities of France. His end was rapidly approaching. 
Everything was done to prepare him for a happy death, but in 
vain. He had renounced his religion when a boy and now re- 
fused to listen to anything about God oreternity. He had grown 
so weak that he lay almost motionless, but persistently resisted 
every effort to bring about a better state of mind. The religious 
who attended him finally begged the chaplain to enroll him in the 
scapular; the Blessed Virgin would surely save him. The priest 
did so. But he, who for so many years had been steeped in sin, 
still refused to repent, and falling into a fiendish delirium, hurled 
the most terrible blasphemies against the Mother of God, and 
tearing the scapular from his neck, breathed forth his wicked soul. 


Sabbatine Indulgence. 


Besides the magnificent promise, that he who dies clothed in 
the scapular of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel shall not suffer eternal 
fire, there is another remarkable privilege known as the “‘privi- 
lege of deliverance’’ or the ‘“‘Sabbatine Indulgence.’’ This priv- 
ilege refers to and is grounded on the promise of the Blessed 
Virgin, made to Pope John XXII., which this same Pope pub- 
lished in a bull, issued March 3, 1322. 

The Blessed Virgin appeared to Pope John XXII. and urged 
him to take the Order of Mt. Carmel under his protection. In 
this vision she promised to assist the souls of the associates of the 
scapular of Mt. Carmel in purgatory, and to deliver them from 
their sufferings the first Saturday after their death. 

Dear reader, if you wish to enjoy the special protection of 
Mary during life, at the hour of death and after your death, have 
yourself enrolled in the habit of Mary, the holy scapular of Mt. 
Carmel, wear it with devotion and in faithful imitation of the 
virtues of the Heavenly Mother. 

Now, what is required in order to participate in the two 
above mentioned extraordinary favors or privileges? 

1. Thescapular must be received from a Carmelite priest or 
from any other priest who is duly authorized. 

2. The scapular consists of two pieces of black or brown 
woolen cloth; fastened together with two strings, so that one 
part may hang on the breast and the other on the back. It is 
worn in the form of a garment. Should the scapular be worn or 
lost, or in any other way become unfit for use, all that is neces- 
sary isto get another scapular properly made, and put it on 
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without blessing or ceremony.* One may even make the scapular 
himself. All that is necessary is two pieces, each oblong or square 
in form, of brown or black woolen cloth (it must be woolen) 
joined with strings. Pictures of the Blessed Virgin, are often 
seen on the scapular, but are not at all essential. 

If anyone after being enrolled in the confraternity of the 
scapular lays it aside for a longer or shorter time, either through 
carelessness or out of contempt and afterwards resolves to com- 
mence wearing it, he need not be newly invested; it is sufficient 
to put on the the scapular again and wear it trusting in the mercy 
of God that he will again be made partaker of the graces attach- 
ed to the confraternity. 

3. To partake in the first grace, that of the assistance of the 
Mother of God in the hour of death and the preservation from 
the fire of hell, it is necessary to wear the scapular devoutly and 
to actually have it on when dying. Therefore one should con- 
stantly wear the scapular. It is not necessary, however, that it 
should be worn next the person; it may be worn over any part of 
clothing. Those in attendance should see that persons seriously 
ill constantly wear the scapular. No special prayers or other good 
works are prescribed to share in the first mentioned favor, only 
the scapular must be devoutly worn. 


Conditions for Gaining the Sabbatine Indulgence. 

But to lay claim to the deliverance from purgatory the 
Saturday after their death, it is, moreover necessary :— 

a) To observe the chastity conformable to our state. 
Should a member of the confraternity have the misfortune to fall 
into a sin against this virtue, he can, by true contrition and firm 
resolution to amend in future, again share this privilege. 

b) To recite daily the little office of the Blessed Virgin or 
any other office approved by Rome. Persons who cannot recite it 
must abstain from flesh meat on Wednesdays and Saturdays, and 
should this be impracticable, a specially authorized priest can 
commute that obligation to some other good work. 

Should a member of the confraternity become lukewarm, and 
neglect to say the prayers for a greater length of time, and should 
he die in that state, he could not share in the privilege of the 
speedy deliverance from purgatory. Iflater on he say the prayers, 
he would from that moment again lay claim to this great favor. 


*) Only the first scapular must be blessed and placed about the neck 
by an authorized priest. 
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This scapular of Mt. Carmel is another signal proof of the 
maternal and all-powerful solicitude of Mary for the salvation 
and welfare of those who venerate her. Who would not earnest- 
ly strive to be invested with so precious a garment, which assures. 
him of Mary’s protection during life, consolation and security in 
death, and speedy relief from the terrible flames of purgatory? 
Who would not constantly wear it with all possible devotion to 
the Queen of Heaven, and in order to participate in the second 
above mentioned singular favor, willingly comply with the slight 
obligations imposed ? 

But, dear reader, be not solicitous for yourself only, strive 
that others, especially those of your family, have the great grace 
to wear the livery of Mary. 


>< 


Che Rosary and the Suffering Souls. 





We know that the holy rosary holds the first place among 
all the prayers which the Church recommends to the faithful. 
This excellent prayer, the source of so many graces for the living, 
is also singularly efficacious in relieving the dead. Of this we 
have a touching proof in the life of Father Nieremberg. This 
charitable servant of God imposed upon himself frequent morti- 
fications, accompanied by devotions and prayers for the relief of 
the poor suffering souls. He never omitted to recite the rosary 
each day for their intention, and gained for them all the indul- 
gences in his power; an offering which he recommended to the 
faithful in a special work which he published on this subject. 
The chaplet which he used was ornamented with pious medals 
and enriched with numerous indulgences. It happened one day 
that he lost it, and he was inconsolable; not that this holy relig- 
ious, whose heart was not fettered by anything upon earth, had 
any material attachment to these beads, but because he saw him- 
self deprived of the means of procuring a relief he was accus- 
tomed to give to the poor souls. 

He sought everywhere, tried to recollect where he could have 
put his precious treasure: all was useless, and when evening 
came, he found himself obliged to replace his indulgenced chap- 
let by ordinary prayers. 

Whilst thus engaged and alone in his cell, he heard a noise 
in the ceiling like that of his beads, which was well known to him, 
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aud raising his eyes, he saw in reality his chaplet, held by invis- 
ible hands, descending towards him and fall at his feet. He did 
not doubt that the invisible hands were those of the souls who 
were relieved by this means. We can imagine with what re- 
newed fervor he recited his accustomed five decades, and how 
much this miracle encouraged him to persevere in a practice so 
visibly approved by heaven. 

Ven. Mother Frances of the Blessed Sacrament had from her 
infancy the greatest devotion towards the suffering souls, and 
persevered therein as long as she lived. She was all heart, all 
devotion towards those poor and holy souls. To assist them she 
daily recited her rosary, which she was accustomed to call her 
almoner, and she ended each decade withthe Regutescant in pace. 
On feast-days, when she had more free time, she added the Office 
of the Dead. To prayer she joined penances. The greater part 
of the year she fasted on bread and water, and on vigils she prac- 
ticed other austerities. She had to endure much labor and fatigue, 
pain and persecution. All these works were turned into profit 
for the holy souls, Frances offering all to God for their relief. 

Not content with assisting them herself as far as was in her 
power, she engaged others to do the same. If priests came to 
the convent, she begged for Masses for the dead; if they were lay- 
men, she advised them to distribute abundant alms for the faith- 
ful departed. In recompense for her charity, God frequently 
permitted the souls to visit her, either to solicit her suffrages or 
to return her thanks. Witnesses have testified that several times 
they visibly waited for her at the door when she was going to the 
Office of Matins, that they might recommend themselves to her 
prayers. At other times they entered her cell in order to present 
their request to her; they surrounded her bed, waiting until she 
awoke. These apparitions, to which she was accustomed, caused 
her no fear, and that she might not think herself the sport of a 
dream ora dupe of the devil, they said on entering, ‘Hail, serv- 
ant of God, spouse of the Lord! may Jesus Christ be ever with 
you!’’ Then they testified their veneration for a large cross and 
the relics of the saints which their benefactress kept in her cell. 
If they found her reciting the rosary, add the same witnesses, 
they took her hands and kissed them lovingly, as the instrument 
of their deliverance. 
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St. Francis de Sales on Purgatory. 





The opinion of St. Francis de Sales was, that from the 
thought of purgatory we should draw more consolation than pain. 
‘The greater number of those’’ he said, ‘“‘who fear purgatory so 
much, do so in consideration of their own interests instead of the 
interests of God. Too often the peace and happiness of the 
poor souls are overlooked.”’ 

When any of his friends or acquaintances died, he never grew 
weary of speaking fondly of them and recommending them to 
the prayers of others. His usual expression was, ‘‘We do not 
sufficiently remember our dead, our faithful departed;’’ and the 
proof of it is that we do not speak enough of them. We turn 
away from that discourse as from a sad subject. We leave the 
dead to bury the dead. Their memory perishes from us with the 
sound of their funeral-bell. We forget that the friendship which 
ends even with death, is never true, Holy Scripture assuring us 
that true love is stronger than death. He was accustomed to say 
that in this single work of mercy all the other works of mercy are 
included. 

“Is it not,’’ he said, ‘‘in some manner, to visit the sick, to 
obtain by our prayers the relief of the poor suffering souls in 
purgatory? 

“Is it not to give drink to those who thirst after the vision of 
God, and who are enveloped in the burning flames, to share with 
them the dew of our prayers? 

“Is it not to feed the hungry, to aid in their deliverance by 
the means which faith suggests? 

“Is it not truly to ransom prisoners ? 

“Is it not truly to clothe the naked, to procure for them a 
garment of light, a raiment of glory? 

“Is it not an admirable degree of hospitality, to procure their 
admission into the heavenly Jerusalem, and to make them fellow- 
citizens with the saints and domestics of God? 

“Is it not a greater service to place souls in heaven than to 
bury bodies in the earth?’’ 





Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office at 
Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 3, 1879. 
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Santa Barbara Liniment 


An Excellent Remedy 


for 
Rheumatism and Neuralgia. 


Awarded a Diploma and Gold Medal. 
__-_--——— 
We are sole proprietors of this excellent remedy, in the 
United States and Canada. This Liniment has during thirty-five 


years been successfully used for Rheumatic pains, Neuralgia, and 
especially for Muscular Rheumatism. 


Muscular Rheumatism. 


By Muscular Rheumatism is understood a painful disorder of 
the muscles, caused by contracting cold, by change of tempera- 
ture or weather, by dampness, draft, etc. This kind of Rheuma- 
tism causes dull or sharp pains, either in the back, neck, loins, 
hips, or in the limbs. 

For the above mentioned ailments Santa Barbara Lini- 
ment can not be surpassed, and as a rule, it effects a speedy and 
permanent cure, if it is used according to directions and at the 
proper time. To our knowledge there is no remedy for this 
kind of Rheumatism that cures so quickly and effectually. The 
application of the liniment must be repeated until the pain has 
entirely disappeared. In very severe cases two bottles are nec- 
essary to effect a cure. Price per bottle $1. 25, sent prepaid to 
any part of the United States. 

Remark.—When the ailment has developed into gout, in 
which the pains, to a great extent, are in the joints, and which 
frequently causes deformation of the limbs, other remedies must 
be applied. Likewise for Rheumatism of the joints, called 
Inflammatory Rheumatism, and Tuberculosis of the joints or 
bones, our liniment is not effectual. 

Benedictine Sisters, Clyde, Mo. 











